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General Information
Collaboration Among

Å State Climatologists/American Association of State Climatologists

Å NOAA NCEI/NWS/OAR/NIDIS/

Å USDA Climate Hubs

Å Midwest and High Plains Regional Climate Centers

Å National Drought Mitigation Center

Next Regular Climate/Drought, Outlook Webinar

Å March 20, 2025 - 1pm CT/12pm MT Matt Sittel KSU

Access to Future Climate Webinars

Å https://www.drought.gov/events

Recordings of Past Webinars

Å https://mrcc.purdue.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp

Å https://hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/

MapArchive.aspx
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Summary and Outline
Recent Conditions

Å 1-3 month & month-to-date temperature and precipitation

Å Relevant longer-term climate conditions

Å Snowpack/Snow cover

Å Soil moisture 

Å Rivers, Lakes, and Reservoirs

Impacts

Å Kentucky/Ohio River Flooding

Å Impacts from recent cold weather

Å Long-term Drought

Outlook

Å Next two weeks

Å Spring outlook/El Niño Southern Oscillation forecast

Å Drought and River outlook
Blue Lake Pass facing south: July 2023

Credit: Peter Goble



Recent Conditions
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February so far https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps

Record cold start to February for eastern Montana with cooler than normal temps across majority of region

Mix of above and below normal precipitation with much wetter than normal conditions in Ohio River Valley

Average temp in Glasgow, MT 

2/1-2/17: -4.3 ęF
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January

Cooler than normal ï also much drier than normal across North Central Region

Top 10 dry conditions in Minnesota (9th) and Wisconsin (3rd)

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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November-January

Warmer than historical averages, but near normal by recent standards

Wetter than normal for most of Central Region, but still facing longer-term precipitation deficits

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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Last Twelve Months

Top 20 or top 10 warmest August-January across North Central Region

Warm conditions combined with precipitation deficit are causing persistent drought conditions

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps
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Regional Snowfall https://ag-wx.com/SNOW/snow_depart.png

Seasonal snowfall deficits 

across northern portion of 

region. Over 20ò deficits 

in southern Minnesota 

(~50% of normal seasonal 
snowfall to date)

Greater than average 

lake effect snow 

activity

SE CO surpluses 

largely from 

November blizzard
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Regional Snow Cover
https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?

The majority of the 

North Central Region 

is currently covered 

by snow. Much of it 

will be gone within 1-
2 weeks

The portions of the 

North Central Region 

that usually have 
more substantial 

snow cover have less 

than normal (e.g. 

Minnesota, 

Wisconsin, Wind 
River Range in 

Wyoming)
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Frost Depth

https://www.weather.gov/

ncrfc/lmi_frostdepthmap

While precipitation has been 

below normal, Minnesota 

has seen above normal frost 

depth

This may cause structural 

damage to some buildings, 

such as older cabins
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High 

Elevation 

Snowpack
Near normal snowpack across 

Upper Missouri Basin and Platte 

Basin

Much better than this time last 
year for Upper Missouri Basin

Outliers in Marias Basin (low)

https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/
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Missouri River Basin

https://www.nwd-mr.usace.army.mil/rcc/reports/pdfs/weeklyupdate_previous.pdf
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Great Lakes Ice Cover

https://apps.glerl.noaa.gov/coastwatch/webdata/glsea/cur/glsea_cur_3.png

https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/ice/spaghetti/bas_ice_compare.png

https://www.star.nesdis.noaa.gov/GOES/sector.php?sat=G

16&sector=cgl
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Soil 

Moisture

https://weather.ndc.nasa.gov/sport/viewer/?dataset=lis_conus&product=rsm02percent

Soil moisture 

deficits remain over 

Midwest and High 

Plains from last 

summer/fall

If deficits persist, 

this could increase 

the probability of a 

warm and dry 
summer


