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General Information
ÅProviding climate services to the Central Region
ÅCollaboration Activity Between:

ÅState Climatologists/American Association of State Climatologists
ÅNOAA NCEI/NWS/OAR/NIDIS 
ÅUSDA Climate Hubs
ÅMidwest and High Plains Regional Climate Centers
ÅNational Drought Mitigation Center

ÅNext Regular Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar
ÅJune 15, 2023 (1 PM CST): Presenter: Dr. Aaron Wilson, State Climatologist of Ohio

Å Access to  Future Climate Webinars and Information
Å http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-drought-webinars

ï https://mrcc.purdue.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp
ï https://hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php

Å Open for questions at the end (enter them along the way).

http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-drought-webinars
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp
https://hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php


Presentation 
Outline

ÅRecent Conditions

Å Temperature and precipitation ranks

Å 30-day temperature and precipitation

ÅDrought

ÅPlanting/Growing Progress

Å Impacts and Notable Events

ÅOutlooks

Å ENSO-neutral to El Niño

Å Short-term

Å Summer

Jake Thompson ςKansas Mesonet 

Photo Credit: Brie Farina, NOAA  



Recent Conditions

April Temperature and Precipitation Ranks

YTD Temperature and Precipitation Ranks

Departure from Normal Temperature and Precipitation

Long-term Precipitation Departures

Soil Moisture, Streamflow and Drought



April Temperature Ranks

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Colder conditions 
north, near-average 
central and warm 
east.

10th Coldest ND



Daily Temperature Records in April



April Precipitation Ranks

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Wetter conditions 
from MN => MI.

Drier rest of region.

Top 5 Driest for NE 
and MO.



January-April Temperature Recap

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Similar temperature 
pattern much of the 
winter.  Warm 
east/cold west.  
Closer to average 
Plains.

Top 10 warmest MO 
to MI/OH.



January-April Precipitation Recap

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Wetter conditions 
across eastern Corn 
Belt to near-normal 
west.

Very wet upper 
Midwest

Wettest YTD start 
for WI/top 5 for MI





https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/climate-at-a-glance/county/mapping/47/pcp/202304/4/rank

1 1
1

1

1
1 1

1

1
11

24

56
2

3

42
2

22

2

5

2

4
2

5 3

3
3

3

2
4 7 7 7 10

4 2 4 8 10

10
5

7 7



https:// hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps



https:// hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps



https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/Maps/stnMap_btd2.jsp



https:// weather.msfc.nasa.gov/cgi-bin/basicLooper.pl?category=lis_CONUS&initialize=first&regex=vsm0-200percent_20201118





https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx

USDA NASS ςTopsoil Moisture



https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx

USDA NASS ςSubsoil Moisture



https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/



https:// droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Maps/ChangeMaps.aspx



Growing Season 
Progress

Photo Credit: Hans Schmitz



https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx

USDA NASS ςCorn Progress



https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx

USDA NASS ςSoybean Progress



https://agindrought.unl.edu/Other.aspx



Snow, Fire, 
Rivers and 
Lakes

Photo credit: Karen Nicolas



https:// www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ ftpref/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_swepctnormal_update.pdf

Å Overall, SWE percentages range 
from 80% to over 100%.

Å SWE percentages can be 
misleading this time of year.

Å Higher elevations are holding on 
to snowpack while pack below 
урллΩ Ƙŀǎ ƳŜƭǘŜŘΦ

ÅWatching temperature outlooks 
for the potential of high elevation 
melting in the next few weeks. 


