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General Information
ÅProviding climate services to the Central Region
ÅCollaboration Activity Between:

ÅState Climatologists/American Association of State Climatologists
ÅNOAA NCEI/NWS/OAR/NIDIS/ 
ÅUSDA Climate Hubs
ÅMidwest and High Plains Regional Climate Centers
ÅNational Drought Mitigation Center

ÅNext Regular Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar
ÅThursday, March at 17th1:00 CDT ïSpeaker: Trent Ford (IL State Climatologist)

ÅAccess to  Future Climate Webinars and Information
Åhttps://www.drought.gov/regional-activities/north-central-region-climate-summary-and-

outlook-webinars

ÅRecordings of Past Webinars
Åhttps://mrcc.purdue.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp
Åhttps://hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php  

ÅOpen for questions at the end
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Todayôs Agenda

ÅRecent Conditions
ÅLast 30,90 days
ÅSnowpack, soils, streams

ÅLonger-term Conditions
ÅLast 6+ months
ÅDrought Monitor, Great Lake levels

ÅImpacts
ÅMix of concerns about wet and dry for this winter
ÅSnow-free ground raises water supply and agriculture concerns in Montana, 

Wyoming, Dakotas, Nebraska, portions of Kansas
ÅHigh river volumes and potential flooding in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio

ÅOutlooks
ÅOngoing snowstorm
ÅLa Niña likely on its way out
ÅA warm spring for most. A wet spring for some.



Recent Conditionsé
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http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/
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What is normal?

1 = average 

month

0.5 = half 

average month 

and so on
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https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?

map=ACISClimateMaps

Mixed 90 day conditions

ÅWet weather in December in 

Missouri Basin headwaters, but 

drier than normal in recent weeks

Å Typical La Niña signal in Ohio 

River Valley (wet)
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A stronger than normal temperature gradient: Cooler than normal to the north, 

warmer than normal to the south

https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?m

ap=ACISClimateMaps

Å Temperature conditions this 

winter looking a lot like La 

Niña, with influence from 

climate change

Å 2nd year La Niñas are often 

weaker than 1st year events, 

and warmer across the Central 

US
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But winter did come
https://hprcc.unl.edu/maps.php?map=ACISClimateMaps



COLORADO CLIMATE CENTER

Mountain Snowpack

ÅHeadwaters of Missouri 

Basin are lagging normal 

snowpack values (80-100%)

Å Lowest snowpack values in 

Black Hills (75%)

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/w

ps/portal/wcc/home/quicklink

s/imap

Missouri 

Basin
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Bare snowcover over northern and central plains

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/nsa/
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Soil 

Drought

https://portal.nccs.nasa.go

v/lisdata_pub/NLDAS/moni

tor/drought/NLDAS_NOAH

0125_1MSM_weekly-

perc.png

Feb 13-17 

precipitation 

not included

Low 

confidence 

here
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28-day averaged streamflow

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov

Å Ice affected flows in 

Upper Missouri Basin

Å Normal flows across 

Kansas

ÅHigh flows through 

Missouri, Illinois, 

Indiana



Long-term Conditions
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Long -term Temperature and 

Precipitation

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/
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ÅWinter USDM changes are 

usually slow

Å Persistence across most of 

the region

Å Degradations across 

Central Plains

Å Improvement pockets in 

CO, MT, WY
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https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/ice/

Å All lakes undergoing freeze

Å Fraction of lakes frozen 

below average for all lakes 

except Erie (65%, but up-

and-down)

Å Nearing peak ice season
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https://www.glerl.noaa.gov/data/ice/

Å All lakes undergoing freeze

Å Fraction of lakes frozen 

below average for all lakes 

except Eerie (65%, but up-

and-down)

Å Nearing peak ice season
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https://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/Great-Lakes-Information/Great-Lakes-Water-Levels/Water-Level-Forecast/Monthly-Bulletin-of-Great-Lakes-

Water-Levels/

Lake Superior 

back below 

historical 

average 

depth

Great Lakes 

at lowest 

levels in over 

two years, in 

some cases 

over five 

years
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