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General Information

ÇRegional climate services for the North Central U.S., including the Great Plains and 
Midwest, are provided through collaboration among federal, regional, and state 
partners:

ÁNOAA: NCEI/NWS/OAR/NIDIS

ÁState Climatologists/American Association of State Climatologists

ÁMidwestern Regional Climate Center and High Plains Regional Climate Center

ÁUSDA Climate Hubs

ÁNational Drought Mitigation Center

ÇNext webinar

ÁAugust 15, 2019, presented by Aaron Wilson, State Climate Office of Ohio

ÇArchive of past webinars

Áhttp://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp

Áhttp://www.hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php

Áhttps://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/webinars

http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/multimedia/webinars.jsp
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php
https://www.drought.gov/drought/calendar/webinars


Planting Dates Varied Due to Field Conditions
April 4, 2019 May 9, 2019

July 17, 2019 July 17, 2019

Photos from Fulton and Henderson counties in Kentucky. Photos courtesy of the Kentucky Mesonet.



Agenda

ÅCurrent climate conditions in historical context

ÅCurrent and prospective climate impacts

ÅClimate outlooks

ÅQuestions, answers, and further discussion



Statewide Ranks
12-month

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Recent Climate Conditions

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/


Statewide Ranks
3-month

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Recent Climate Conditions

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/


Statewide Ranks
1-month

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/

Recent Climate Conditions

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/us-maps/


Average Temperature Departure from Mean

Past 30 Days



Average Temperature Departure from 
Maximum and Minimum

Past 30 Days



Windows on Precipitation

ÅUnusually wet conditions over much of the Central 
Region year-to-date.

ÅRecent shift to drier conditions across portions of 
the Midwest with wet conditions across much of the 
northern Great Plains.

P
a

st
 3

0
 D

a
ys

Y
e

a
r 

to
 D

a
te

P
a

st
 9

0
 D

a
ys



h
ttp

s://w
w

w
.c

p
c
.n

c
e
p

.n
o

a
a

.g
o

v/p
ro

d
u

c
ts/S

o
ilm

st_
M

o
n

ito
rin

g
/U

S
/S

o
ilm

st/S
o

ilm
st.sh

tm
l#





7-day Average Streamflow
in Historical Context for Date

https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/?m=pa07d_nwc



Current Flooding

https://water.weather.gov/ahps/region_forecast.php?rfc=mvrfc



Upper Missouri River Basin ςSnow Water Equivalent



Platte River Basin ςSnow Water Equivalent



ÅLake Superior, Lake St. Clair, Lake 
Erie, and Lake Ontario set record 
high water levels for the month 
of June, with levels 31-35 inches 
above monthly averages.

ÅLake Michigan-Huron rose to 
within one inch of the record 
high water level for the month 
of June, with level 14 inches 
above monthly average.

Great Lakes
Water Levels



Impacts of High 
Water Levels

ÅCoastal erosion

ÅDamage to property and 
infrastructure 

ÅEconomic impacts to tourism

ÅWhile lake levels are 
projected to drop, wind-
related flooding concerns 
will remain

Photos courtesy of Aaron Wilson, State Climate Office of Ohio



HAB Forecast
ÅForecast for harmful algae bloom on 

western Lake Erie

https://www.noaa.gov/media-release/noaa-partners-predict-large-summer-harmful-algal-bloom-for-western-lake-erie







Impacts: Corn

ÅCondition of corn is significantly related to planting date

ÅWet conditions have resulted in poorly developed root systems in many 
areas, making plants particularly vulnerable to rapid depletion of near-
surface soil moisture

ÅLate-planted corn will have an elevated risk of frost damage in the fall



Impacts: Soybeans

ÅLate-planted soybeans are not canopying, resulting in issues with weeds.

ÅFreeze risk is less of a concern with beans compare with corn


