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General Information

• Providing climate services to the Central Region
• Collaboration with Dennis Todey (South Dakota State Climatologist), Jim 

Angel (Illinois State Climatologist), Wendy Ryan (Colorado Assistant State 
Climatologist). Doug Kluck and John Eise (NOAA), State Climatologists and 
the Midwest Regional Climate Center, High Plains Regional Climate Center, 
NOAAs Climate Prediction Center, Iowa State University, National Drought 
Mitigation Center

• Next Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar
• 19 February 2015

• Access to  Future Climate Webinars and Information

• http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-
drought-webinars

• Past recorded presentations and slides can be found here:

• http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm

• http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php

• There will be time for questions at the end

http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-programs/regional-drought-webinars


Agenda

•Recap of 2014

•Current conditions

•Impacts

•Outlooks

You know it’s cold when there is frost
forming on the inside of the door. 



Report on the 2012 Central US Drought



Second Warmest December on Record for US

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 



34th Warmest Year on Record for the US 



2014 and the historical record for Illinois



40th Wettest Year on Record for the US



Quiet Winter for Snowfall in the Central US

• For example, in Chicago

• So far this winter, 13.7 inches

• This time last winter, 35.0 inches

• Long-term average through this date, 14.2 inches









Current North Central Snow Cover

http://http://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/interactive/html/map.html?



Current North Central Snow Equivalent

Very low water content in snowpack 



Saturday’s High Temperatures



30 Day Precipitation



30-Day Precipitation Departure



30 Day Temperature Departure



Stream Flow - USGS





Flash Freeze on Lake Erie



http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/GreatLakesInformation/GreatLakesWaterLevels.aspx







http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/cliwatch/mesonets/soilTemp.html



Western Snow Pack







Climate Outlooks

•7-day precipitation forecast

•6-10, 8-14 day outlook

•February  

•Winter and Spring

•Drought Outlooks



Forecast Precipitation Amounts (7 day)

http://www.hpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/p168i.gif?1416493054



6-10 Day Forecast for January 20 – 24, 2015 

Temperature Precipitation

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



8-14 Day Forecast for January 22 – 28, 2015 



El Niño?  El No! 

• Right now, we are still in ENSO neutral phase. 

• Chance of El Niño at 50 to 60% during the next two months.

• ENSO neutral phase is expected after that. 

• Not a factor in the winter outlooks.



February Temperature and Precipitation 
Outlook

Temperature Precipitation

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/



February – April Temperature and Precipitation 
Outlook

Temperature Precipitation



April – June Temperature and Precipitation 
Outlook



May – July Temperature and Precipitation 
Outlook

Temperature Precipitation



August – October Temperature and 
Precipitation Outlook

Temperature Precipitation



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/season_drought.gif/

http://www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu/




Summary

 Recent Conditions

 Quiet winter compared to last year. 

 Warm December, followed by cold start to January. 

 Dry conditions in CO, KS, as well as the northern plains.

 Snowfall near to slightly below average. 

 Great Lakes – higher water levels and beginning to ice up. 



Summary

Outlooks

 February – April: EC, except for increased chance of 
cooler and wetter conditions in the Kansas/Colorado 
region. 

 May – July: EC, except for increased chance of warmer 
conditions in the eastern half of the Midwest. 

 August – October: EC, except for increased chance of 
warmer conditions on the East/West Coasts. 



Further Information - Partners

• Today’s and Past Recorded Presentations and : 
• http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm

• http://www.hprcc.unl.edu

• NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov

Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global):  www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/

• NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

• Climate Portal: www.climate.gov

• U.S. Drought Portal: www.drought.gov

• National Drought Mitigation Center:  http://drought.unl.edu/  

• State climatologists
• http://www.stateclimate.org

• Regional climate centers 
• http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu

• http://www.hprcc.unl.edu

http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.climate.gov/
http://www.drought.gov/
http://www.stateclimate.org/
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/


Thank You and Questions?

• Questions: 
• Climate:

• Jim Angel: jimangel@Illinois.edu, 217-333-0729

• Dennis Todey: dennis.todey@sdstate.edu , 605-688-5141

• Doug Kluck: doug.kluck@noaa.gov, 816-994-3008

• John Eise: john.eise@noaa.gov, 816-268-3144

• Mike Timlin: mtimlin@illinois.edu; 217-333-8506

• Natalie Umphlett: numphlett2@unl.edu ; 402 472-6764

• Brian Fuchs:  bfuchs2@unl.edu 402 472-6775

• Weather:

• crhroc@noaa.gov
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