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 Providing climate services to the Central Region 
 Collaboration with Brian Fuchs (National Drought Mitigation 

Center)Dennis Todey (South Dakota State Climatologist), 
Doug Kluck and John Eise (NOAA), State Climatologists and 
the Midwest Regional Climate Center, High Plains Regional 
Climate Center, NOAAs Climate Prediction Center, Iowa State 
University,  

 Next Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar: August 15, 2013 

 Access to past Climate/Drought Webinars and information 

 http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm 

 http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/webinars.php 

 Operator Assistance for questions at the end 

 To sign up for the next webinar, please visit: 

http://drought.gov/drought/content/regional-
programs/regional-drought-webinars 
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Agenda 

Current Conditions 

Agricultural Update 

Impacts 

Outlooks 

Questions/Comments 



June Data 



Calendar Year to date Rankings 



Calendar Year to Date Rankings 



http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/national 



2013 Growing Season Conditions 
http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/ 



Year to Date Precipitation 



12 Month Departure from Normal 



Precipitation: Last 30 Days (ACIS) 



Precipitation and Temperatures over the last 2 Weeks 



Current Soil Moisture 
http://www.emc.ncep.noaa.gov/mmb/nldas/drought/ 



46.13% of the U.S. in Drought 





http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/Drought/AgInDrought.pdf 











Regional Climatic Impacts  



http://www.predictiveservices.nifc.gov/outlooks/monthly_seasonal_outlook.pdf 



Colorado Drought Response Tools 

http://www.coh2o.co/ 



Kansas Water 
Conservation 

http://www.kwo.org/reports_publications/Drought.htm 



Nebraska Cattle 
Deaths 

July 9, 2013:  A catastrophic loss of cattle on 
feed here in the Platte Valley area centering 
around Columbus. It was heat related.  
Specifically the death loss area seems to be a 
narrow band from 1 to 9 miles wide going from 
about Stromsburg – to the NE to about 10 miles 
ENE of Columbus.   Estimated losses is 
something higher than 3000 head. The animals 
started suffering at about noon – with most of 
the death loss from 2 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. that 
day.  It was hot with little or no air movement.  
It was humid.  



Illinois: Impact from too much rain 

Spring rain washes debris into Lake Springfield:  The rain has 
washed an inordinate amount of limbs and even whole trees into the 
lake that could pose a danger to boaters or swimmers. 
Read more: http://www.sj-r.com/top-stories/x946745746/Spring-
rains-wash-debris-into-Lake-Springfield#ixzz2ZJrnpMVX 

 

Delays in planting/crop development: 
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Regional Corn Delays 



Missouri Thistle Problems 

Musk and bull thistles have 
proliferated around Galena after 
drought in 2012 stressed and 
thinned out grasses. An 
agronomy specialist with 
University of Missouri Extension 
reported, “Many tracts of land in 
southwest Missouri are 
inundated with heavy 
populations of musk and bull 
thistles. 

 

 

 



Wisconsin Hay Problems 

Drought in 2012 and too much rain in 
2013 have forced some livestock 
producers and dairy farmers to sell 
their herds as the producers run out of 
hay. Cattle sales at the Equity 
Cooperative Livestock Sales 
Association in Stratford have been 
even higher this year than it was last 
year during drought, stated one of its 
managers.  

 
Lacrosse Tribune (Wis.), July 8, 2013 



HPC 5-Day 
Temperature Outlook 
& 7-Day Precipitation 
Outlook 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/forecasts/ 



CPC 8-14-Day Outlooks 









Summary 

After a wet spring and early start to 
summer, many areas in the region have 
dried out. 
Planting delays due to excessive moisture 
have also impacted the progression of 
crops in the region. 
Due to limited root development on plants 
in areas that were very wet this spring/ 
early summer, stress may become a 
concern as temperatures increase and 
these areas dry out. 
Temperatures in 2013 are in stark contrast 
to the record setting heat in 2012. 

 



Today’s Recorded Presentation:  

• http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu/webinars.htm 

        http://www.hprcc.unl.edu 

 

• NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center: www.ncdc.noaa.gov 

 Monthly climate reports (U.S. & Global):  www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/ 

• NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center: www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov  

• Climate Portal: www.climate.gov 

• U.S. Drought Monitor: www.droughtmonitor.unl.edu 

• National Drought Mitigation Center:  www.drought.unl.edu 

• Drought Impact Reporter:  www.droughtreporter.unl.edu 

• NIDIS Drought Portal:   www.drought.gov 

• State climatologists 

– http://www.stateclimate.org 

• Regional climate centers  

– http://mrcc.isws.illinois.edu 

– http://www.hprcc.unl.edu 

 

Further Information 



 Brian Fuchs 
 bfuchs2@unl.edu 

 402-472-6775 
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