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*Providing climate services to the Central Region 
*Collaboration Activity Between: 
*State Climatologists 
*Doug Kluck & John Eise (NOAA) 
*American Association of State Climatologists 
*Midwestern and High Plains Regional Climate Centers 
*National Drought Mitigation Center/USDA 

 

*Next Climate/Drought Outlook Webinar 
*June 20, 2013 (1 PM CDT) and monthly thereafter 
 

*Access to  Future Climate Webinars and Information 
*http://www.drought.gov/drought/content/regional-

programs/regional-drought-webinars 
 
*Operator Assistance for questions at the end 
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*Current conditions 

*Interesting extremes:  
cold, snow, rain 

*Drought update and impacts 

*Outlooks 

*Questions/Comments 

Agenda:  
A tale of two regions 



April Temperatures 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/maps.php 

Å Top 10 coldest April 
on record for 6 
states in the region. 

 
Å North Dakota was 

nearly 10°F below 
average at 31°F. 



April Precipitation 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/maps.php 

Å Top 10 wettest April 
on record for 5 
states in the region. 

 
Å IA, 6.71in (227%) 

MI, 5.97in (223%) 
set new records for 
wetness. 



http://www.hprcc.unl.edu/maps/current/ 

Most recent 30-day                     
departures 



30-day                     
precipitation 



April Weather Pattern 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/temp-and-precip/maps.php 

Å Active weather 
pattern for April.  

 
Å4ÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

midsection. 



Late season snows 

Rochester, MN (courtesy MPR) 

Lincoln, NE (courtesy  
Natalie Umphlett) 

ÅMost of seasonal snowpack melted 
in late April. 

 
ÅStorms brought more snow in early May. 

 
ÅNew monthly records for May: 

Rochester, MN ɀ ΣΦȢΧȱ 
Eau Clare, WI ɀ ΫȢΥȱ 
Des Moines, IA ɀ ΨȢΫȱ 
Omaha, NE ɀ ΥȢΣȱ 
 

ÅSnow as far south as Dodge City, 
KS and Springfield, MO 
 



Lake Ice: 
Late thaws and ice coming onshore 

cnn.com 

Å Ȭ)ÃÅ ÔÓÕÎÁÍÉȭ ÏÎ -ÉÌÌÅ Lacs Lake, MN. 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/ice_out/index.html 


