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The U.S. Drought Portal: Drought.gov 



The U.S. Drought Portal: Drought.gov

● One-stop shop for interactive, high-
resolution maps & data

● Local drought information by watershed, 
state, county, city

● Easy-to-understand maps you can 
customize & download for use in 
communications

● Timely regional drought information: 
drought status updates, webinars, NWS 
Drought Information Statements

● Educational resources on ecological 
drought, flash drought, & more



Drought.gov Resources for the Midwest

Drought Planning and 

Preparedness

1 “By Location” Section: Local, High-Res Drought Data & Maps

2 Customizable & Downloadable Map Images for Easy Sharing

3 Historical Data & Conditions Tool

4 Timely Drought Communications: Drought Status Updates, NWS 
Drought Information Statements



Drought.gov County & City Pages 



Drought.gov State Pages 



Choose data layer: toggle back 
and forth between maps while 
maintaining zoom extent

Adjust layer transparency & 
change the basemap

Overlay the latest U.S. 
Drought Monitor

Overlay geographic boundary 
lines for states, counties, & 
tribal land areas

Download a high-quality PNG 
image

Customize & Download Map Images



New NWS Heat & Flash Drought Maps



Drought.gov Historical Conditions Tool

The Historical Data & Conditions Tool 

allows users to compare 3 historical drought 

datasets side by side on an interactive map + 

timeseries: U.S. Drought Monitor, 9-Month 

SPI, and paleoclimate data.

● View data by state or county or a 

custom region

● Hover over the timeseries for statistics 

to easily compare drought conditions 

over time

● Use the interactive legend to view 

context for what each “drought” or “wet” 

category means

● Download high-quality images or data 

files



Choose data layer: Select a tab to view 3 historical 
drought datasets

Click on a state or county to load state historical 
data. Shift+click to select multiple states/counties.

Click a point on the time series to update the map 
and statistics. Or, hover over the time series to view 
quick statistics as you scan.

Use the “Combine States” and “Combine Counties” 
sections to select multiple regions for a custom 
map/time series.

Use the “Time Series Options” to zoom in on a time 
period, show or hide the date label and hoverable 
statistics, or isolate a specific drought category on the 
time series.

Hover over the legend and select “About This 
Dataset” to view more info on the data.

Download an image or a CSV, XML, or JSON file. 
Or embed the tool in your own website.



NWS Drought Information Statements

● NIDIS & NCEI partnered with NWS on the 

modernized drought information statements

● Custom map images with WFO boundaries, 

which update automatically

● Interactive map of active Drought Information 

Statements on Drought.gov issued within last 

35 days



Regional Drought Status Updates 

Sign up for 

Midwest DEWS 

Emails:



Thank You

For more information, email  
kelsey.satalino@noaa.gov or 
drought.portal@noaa.gov

Sign up for Midwest DEWS emails: 
drought.gov/drought-alerts/signup

@NOAADrought

mailto:kelsey.satalino@noaa.gov
mailto:drought.portal@noaa.gov
http://drought.gov/drought-alerts/signup
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