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The Illinois Drought Assessment Process

Initial SCO 
Assessment

• Sunday/Monday

• Indicators, Indices, 
Impacts

• Condition Reports

Feedback from 
Partners

• Monday/Tuesday

• Regional Issues, 
Impacts

• Sector Perspectives

• Coordination with 
neighbors

Communication 
with USDM & State

• Tuesday

• Consideration of 
author drafts

• Solid justification, 
data provision

• Communication with 
state partners and 
stakeholders



The Data

METEOROLOGICAL
DROUGHT SCIENCE

Precipitation & 
ET/PET

AGRICULTURAL & 
ECOLOGICAL

Soil moisture & 
Crop/Veg conditions

HYDROLOGIC

Streamflow & 
Groundwater

SOCIOECONOMIC

Condition and impact 
reports



Partners

• NWS – All 5 offices contribute substantially

• Regional experts – USDA, NOAA, NIDIS

• State Agencies – IEMA, IEPA, IDNR

• Drought/hydrology experts – UIUC, SIU, NIU, Northwestern, Extension

• NGOs working in drought, water, ecology – Morton Arb, PRN, Farm Bureau



Moving Forward – Solidifying the Process 

• Drought Plan update expected in next 3 years

Goals: 

• Better indicators, more recent data, more specific 
water supply planning information

• More input and participation from state agencies

• Recognition of changing drought conditions, 
projections of future changes

• Clearer plan of action – who’s doing what and 
when? 


	Slide 1: Illinois Drought Monitoring & Collaboration
	Slide 2: The Illinois Drought Assessment Process
	Slide 3: The Data
	Slide 4: Partners
	Slide 5: Moving Forward – Solidifying the Process 

