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RAIN READY 
Flood and Drought: Adapting to Extreme Precipitation  

Harriet Festing|Center for Neighborhood Technology 

Resilient Chicago |  Sept 30th, 2014 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/centerforneighborhoodtechnology/sets/72157645638644863/
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Á Research ð cost of no 

action 

Á Services & tools  

Á Policy Advocacy 
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Innovations: 

urban sustainability 
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The cost of ôno actionõ 



SPOTLIGHT: COOK COUNTY, IL FLOODING IN MAJOR U.S. CITIES 

Å Flash flooding warning: òimminentó or òin progressó 

between 2007-11 in the counties of 10 major U.S. cities, 

5 



CHICAGO 198 flood warnings  



BOSTON 133 flood warnings  



DENVER 81 flood warnings  



HOUSTON 145 flood warnings  



KANSAS CITY 192 flood warnings  



LOS ANGELES 136 flood warnings  



MEMPHIS 227 flood warnings  



NEW YORK 222 flood warnings  



PHILADELPHIA 199 flood warnings  



SEATTLE 82 flood warnings  



Cost & prevalence of flooding 
Á 2007- 2011: Cook County, IL 

Á $773mil Total Insurance Claims   

Á 1 in 6 Properties Affected  

Á $4,000 average claim 

Á Understates the risk! 



70% flooded 3 or 

more times in 5 years 
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Á 84% suffered stress  

Á 13% ill health 

Á 41% lost the use of part of their 

property 

Á 76% invested in preventative 

measures  

Á 6% believed that the investment 

had solved their flooding problem 

Wider impacts 
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GLENVIEW, IL: Photo taken May 2014.  Trying to sell her 

home, without success 
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MIDLOTHIAN, IL: Photo taken May 2014. One couple have 

since abandoned their home 
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CRESTWOOD, IL: Photo taken April 2013. Tim has since 

abandoned his home. 
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Designing solutions 
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http://www.greenwayhealth.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Coordinated_Care_v2.jpg
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Rain Ready homes 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/centerforneighborhoodtechnology/sets/72157645638644863/
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Downspout disconnection and dry well 
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Rain gardens and bioswales 
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Regrading/French drain 
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| 
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Barriers 

Window wells 
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Lateral cleaning/repair 
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Backwater valve 
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Elevation 
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Rain Ready Public Spaces 
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Curb inlets ð residential street 
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