Why Do We Need Nature in Cities?

with nature appears both determined by our
genes and what we learn as we grow and
age.




Does Nature Need Cities?
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> An Initiative of ChicagoWilderness



e Chicago Wilderness Definition:

— Green Infrastructure — interconnected network of
natural areas and open space that conserves
ecosystem values and functions that sustain our
society.

— Connects across all SCALES of green




Green Infrastructure at Four Scales

“The nation behaves well if it treats the natural resources as assets which it must turn over to the next
generation increased, and not impaired in value.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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CW Original GIV Project Purpose

Develop a tangible,
green infrastructure
vision that reflected

the goals and
recommendations of

the Biodiversity
Recovery Plan.
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Design and Connect Network Features
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Wilderness

Core Areas:

Contain fully functional
natural ecosystems

Provide high-quality
habitat for native plants
and animals

Hubs:

Slightly fragmented
aggregations of core
areas, plus contiguous
natural cover

Corridors:

Link core areas together

Allow animal movement
and seed and pollen
transfer between core
areas



GIV 2.1 Network Elements: GIV Composite
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ABOUT THE MAP

The GIV 21 is a refinement of the 2004
Chicago Wilderness Resource Protection
Areas (RPAs), which serve as a regional
Green Infrastructure Vision. Please see
the GIV 21 final report for information
on the development of the GIS data
layers included on the map. The codes
correspond to GIS layers referenced in
the methodology.

Financial support for the GIV 2.1 was
provided by the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning and the Gaylord
and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation.
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CMAP Counties

Gray Infrastructure

—— Interstates & US/State Hwys
Secondary & Local Roads
Railroads
Airport Runways

CMAP Regional Trails

—— Existing & Programmed

=== Planned & Future

County and FPD Paths and Bike Lanes
Existing
Future

Municipal Paths and Bike Lanes

City of Chicago Open Space
NeighborSpace
csos
Oct 62011 Assets
¢ Farmers Markets
Greencorps Gardens
7/ Campus Parks
School Grounds
Cemeteries
Boulevards
Malls & Plazas
CNT Sites
Bioswale
Naturalized Detention
Naturalized Landscape
Permeable Pavement
Rain Garden
Green Roofs
« >10000sqft
« <10,000sq ft
Protected and Managed Lands
I PAD-US (Federal, State)
B County Forest Preserve Districts
I city of Chicago Parks
=
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CCMAP 2005 Open Space Land Use
Undeveloped Stream Buffer
B s.2
Freshwater Systems - Restoration Potential
~ Isue
Developed Stream Buffer

SL1 Urban Scale
GIV 2.0 Ecological Network (Unprotected)
I Hub Layer 1
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DOES IT MATTER IF ITS ALL CONNECTED? §
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Connecting Green Infrastructure (Nature) = Climate Change Adaptation






Economic Valuation Study of
GIV Network By

CMAP

The Conservation Fund, and
Chicago Wilderness

*Flora and Fauna
Recreation and Tourism

L‘ Chicago Metropalitan
Agency for Planning

Wilderness

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
VISION

Carbon Storage

CONSERVATION FUND

About this Map

Ecosystem services are the collective
benefits from an array of resources and
processes that are supplied by nature.
Forests, wetlands, prairies, water bodies,
and other natural ecosystems support our
existence. The Chicago Wilderness Green
Infrastructure Vision is an interconnected
network of forests, wetlands, waterways,
grasslands, and other natural areas that
support native species, maintain natural
ecological resources and processes, and
contribute heavily to human health and
quality of life. GIV Version 2.3 provides an
estimate of the economic benefits of this
network for ecosystem services that can
be reliably measured.

Approximate value of
Carbon Sequestration
services provided
by the GIV:

$23 Million
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