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Midwest Significant Events – December 2025 - February 2026 

December started chilly, but a mid-month thaw melted away 
November's snowpack across much of the region. A strong 
system traversed the Midwest December 28-29, bringing 
blizzard conditions to the north and tornadoes to the south. 

Early January warmth was widespread but short-lived. A large-
scale pattern shift mid-month ushered in frigid air and gusty 
winds across the region, which persisted for a couple of weeks. 
A powerful winter storm crossed the lower Midwest January 
24-26, dropping 8 to 18 inches of snow along an axis from 
southwest Missouri to northeast Ohio and blanketing Kentucky 
with 0.25 to 1 inch of freezing rain. Air temperatures reached 
-30°F to -40°F in the north and -10°F to -20°F in the south. 

An active pattern of clipper systems and lake-effect snow 
continued across the far upper Midwest in February, adding 
to near-record winter precipitation and snowfall, and above-
normal winter snowpack, especially across Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula. 

Low pressure moved across the upper Midwest February 17-
21, bringing feet of snow to northeast Minnesota while pulling 
warm air into the central Midwest. A dozen tornadoes touched 
down in Illinois and Indiana on February 19. 

On February 9, 
Sioux City, Iowa, 

tied its 2nd warmest 
February day 

since 1889, with a 
temperature of 75°F. 

A blizzard 
dropped 20 to 30 

inches of snow 
in northeast 

Minnesota from 
Feb 17-19. 

Two-week average 
temperatures from 

January 23 to February 
5 were record cold 

across the far eastern 
Midwest. 

Rhinelander, Wisconsin, 
observed its coldest wind 
chill on record at -56°F on 

January 23. 

Du Quoin, Illinois, 
measured its all-

time snowiest day 
with 14.5 inches on 

January 25. 

Six tornadoes occurred 
in the Chicago area on 

December 28, becoming 
the latest on record for 

this area. 

Over 75 counties across the 
south-central Midwest had 

their driest winter on record. 

Regional Climate Overview – December 2025 - February 2026 
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Winter (Dec to Feb) temperatures ranged from above to below normal from west to east 
across the Midwest (top-left map). This general west-to-east pattern persisted across all 
three winter months. February temperatures were notably warm in the western half of 
the region. Missouri had it 9th and Iowa had its 11th warmest February since 1895. 

The Midwest had its 7th driest winter (Dec to Feb) on record, with region wide 
precipitation just 61 percent of normal. Precipitation was above normal around the 
central and western Great Lakes and below normal across the lower half of the Midwest 
(bottom-left map). This general pattern of wetter 
in the north and drier in the south persisted across 
all winter months. Winter precipitation was ranked 
2nd driest in Missouri, 4th driest in Illinois and 
Kentucky, and 6th driest in Indiana and Ohio. 

Snowfall was near or above normal across the far 
lower Midwest and downwind of Lakes Superior 
and Michigan and below normal in the central and 
northwest portions of the region (bottom-right 
map). In the north, repeated lake-effect snow 
throughout winter contributed to high seasonal 
snowfall totals, whereas above-normal snowfall 
in the south was driven by just a few high-impact 
events in December and January. Across the lower 
Midwest, snowpack had low moisture content and 
did not persist, providing little to no drought relief. 

Winter Temperature
Departure from Normal (°F) 

Winter Precipitation
% of Normal 

Winter Snowfall
Percent of average

Contact:  Melissa Widhalm (mwidhalm@purdue.edu) 

https://www.drought.gov/drought/resources/reports
mailto:mwidhalm@purdue.edu


Regional Impacts – December 2025 - February 2026 

Winter Storms
The winter storm from January 24-26 
brought deep snow, freezing rain, and 
dangerous wind chills across the lower 
Midwest. Frigid air rendered road 
pretreatments ineffective, prolonging 
poor road conditions after the storm 
passed. Schools across Kentucky were 
closed all week due to dangerous 
roadways and power outages. 
Southern Indiana and southern Illinois 
schools were closed for about 2 to 4 
days following the storm. At least 22 
storm-related fatalities occurred in 
Kentucky and 13 fatalities in Indiana. 

Ice accumulation in Scottsville, KY on 
Jan 25, 2026 (Credit: K. Keown) 

nTourism and Recreatio
Despite reduced seasonal snow 
totals, northern Wisconsin had ideal 
conditions for snowmobiling and 
cross-country skiing for most of 
January and February. Conditions 
were favorable for ice fishing in 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, and 
Ohio. Warm February temperatures 
brought an early end to Iowa's ice 
fishing, and low winter snow reduced 
recreation in western Iowa. Henry 
County, in east-central Indiana, had 
an excellent maple syrup season, with 
sap flowing for most of February. 

tDrough
Drought severity intensified and 
coverage expanded in winter--which 
is unusual--across Missouri, Illinois, 
northern Indiana, and northwest 
Ohio. In February, the City of Sullivan, 
Illinois, declared a water emergency. 
Bloomington, Illinois, implemented 

Low pond in southeast Iowa on Feb 
15, 2026 (Credit: NDMC/CMOR) 

additional water restrictions in 
response to declining lake levels. 
Major rivers were at near-record low 
stage nearly all winter. 

February Blizzard
The combination of steep terrain and 
extreme snow totals from Feb 17-19, 
resulted in snow removal delays up to 
5 days in northeast Minnesota, which 
is unusual in an area accustomed to 
high snowfall. Hovland's 3-day snow 
total reached 40.4 inches, becoming 
the state's second largest storm total 
on record. 

Regional Outlook – April - June 2026 

NOAA forecasters are predicting equal chances of above-, below-, or near-normal temperatures across the upper 
Midwest with chances for above-normal temperatures increasing further south. The precipitation outlook shows a slight 
chance of above-normal precipitation in Michigan and Ohio while the rest of the Midwest has equal chances of above-, 
below-, or near-normal precipitation. 

Drought is expected to remain but improve for most of the region. 

The spring flood outlook suggests an above-normal flood risk for Michigan's Upper Peninsula due to significant 
snowpack. The spring flood risk throughout the Mississippi basin ranges from near normal to below normal, with near-
normal spring flood risk in the Ohio River basin. 

An El Niño Watch has been issued, with a 62% chance El Niño conditions will emerge in mid-2026. 
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Temperature Outlook Precipitation Outlook Midwest Partners
Midwestern Regional Climate Center 
American Association of State 
Climatologists 
National Integrated Drought Information 
System 
USDA Midwest Climate Hub 
National Drought Mitigation Center 
NWS Climate Prediction Center 
NWS Central Region Headquarters 
North Central River Forecast Center 
Ohio River Forecast Center 
National Centers for Enviro. Info 

Contact:   Melissa Widhalm (mwidhalm@purdue.edu) 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/Drought/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/746318e235604583934a78c639e19946
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9735c72fa8b44cbe87171253e92092a7
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ensodisc.shtml
https://mrcc.purdue.edu/
https://stateclimate.org/
https://stateclimate.org/
https://www.drought.gov/
https://www.drought.gov/
https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/hubs/midwest
https://drought.unl.edu/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.weather.gov/crh/
https://www.weather.gov/ncrfc/
https://www.weather.gov/ohrfc/
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/
https://www.detroitnews.com/picture-gallery/media/photo/2026/01/31/ice-fishing-on-lake-erie-at-lake-erie-metropark-in-brownstown-township/88452023007/
https://www.ktiv.com/2026/02/20/spring-like-weather-ends-iowa-great-lakes-ice-fishing-season-early/
https://www.ktiv.com/2026/02/20/spring-like-weather-ends-iowa-great-lakes-ice-fishing-season-early/
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/ipr-news/2026-02-09/iowa-weather-winter-snow-drought
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/ipr-news/2026-02-09/iowa-weather-winter-snow-drought
https://www.wcia.com/news/moultrie-county/it-takes-a-long-time-for-those-problems-to-be-fixed-drought-persists-in-central-illinois-sullivan-declares-water-emergency/
https://www.wglt.org/local-news/2026-02-06/bloomington-implements-water-restrictions-as-drought-persists
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/climate/journal/north-shore-blizzard-feb-17-19-2026.html
https://www.weather.gov/ind/jan252026snow
https://www.wsmv.com/2026/01/29/school-closures-continue-into-friday-ice-outages-stick-around-after-historic-winter-storm/
https://www.weather.gov/lmk/WinterStormJanuary24_262026
https://www.wdrb.com/news/kentuckys-death-toll-from-winter-storm-rises-to-22-beshear-says/article_b3da9a52-ac4f-441b-b6b5-ae618a0da2c8.html
https://www.wdrb.com/news/kentuckys-death-toll-from-winter-storm-rises-to-22-beshear-says/article_b3da9a52-ac4f-441b-b6b5-ae618a0da2c8.html
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/2026/01/28/winter-storm-2026-weather-contributes-to-several-deaths-across-indiana/88384625007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z119514p002050n11----c11----e1156xxv119514d--92--b--92--&gca-ft=226&gca-ds=sophi
https://www.drought.gov/drought/resources/reports
mailto:mwidhalm@purdue.edu



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		MW_Winter2026_FINAL.pdf






		Report created by: 

		Widhalm, Melissa J


		Organization: 

		





 [Personal and organization information from the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 3


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 7


		Passed: 22


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Skipped		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Skipped		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Skipped		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Skipped		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
